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1 Introduction

With new version 5.0.0 of RANAP, some new IEs were added in the adequate ASN.1 extension containers with short indication of the reason and release of their introduction, as shown below:

[...]

RelocationFailureExtensions RANAP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {

-- Extension for Release 5 to enable Inter RAN Load Information Exchange over Iu --



{ ID id-NewBSS-To-OldBSS-Information

CRITICALITY ignore
EXTENSION NewBSS-To-OldBSS-Information

PRESENCE optional
},


...

}

[...]

PagingExtensions RANAP-PROTOCOL-EXTENSION ::= {

-- Extension for Release 5 to enable NNSF --


{ ID id-GlobalCN-ID



CRITICALITY ignore
EXTENSION GlobalCN-ID



PRESENCE optional
} ,


...

}

[...]


It was proposed during the review of the draft new versions of RANAP after TSG-RAN#15 that those indications could be added for Release 99 and Release 4 extensions as well in order to help the reader understand where those potential several extensions come from (release, reason). Even though those indications are only informative and editorial clarifications, it was seen relevant to discuss them for all the RAN3 specifications i.e. RANAP, RNSAP, NBAP, PCAP and SABP.

Considering future Release 6 changes (in addition to potential Release 4 and 5 corrections) and the fact that RAN3 specification should be kept backward compatible, the use of the extension containers and therefore the number of those extensions will continue to grow. This is even more relevant considering future corrections, because current implementation will be able to clearly see new extensions that were added as corrections in Release 99 and 4.

Introducing those generic extension indications in Release 99 and 4 is seen as a pure editorial change that could ease the understanding of the ASN.1 incrementally from now and then.

Nokia is aware of the huge work that this introduction might require in RAN3 specifications and provided then the RANAP CRs in R3-021029/30/31.

2 Proposal

The following actions are proposed:

· at least approved that principle for future additions of extensions and prepare the needed editorial changes for Rel5 versions of RAN3 specifications,

· go forward with the provided RANAP CRs during the Iu SWG,

· and discuss the need of those “editorial enhancements” for other RAN3 specifications either for Release 99 and onwards or for Release 4 and onwards, as the Release 4 ASN.1 has not yet been frozen in RAN3.
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